
* Includes PFS/CII membership discounts on study materials and exam entry.

The FSA’s RDR Feedback Statement, published in November 2008, again signalled that an 
Ofqual Level 4 qualification, such as the CII’s Diploma in Financial Planning, is likely to be 
the new benchmark qualification for financial advisers.

The Diploma is a modular qualification enabling you to build a personalised learning 
programme covering a broad range of key advisory areas, reflecting your sector specialism 
and career aspirations. Detailed below are some example study paths typically followed by 
advisers. Please see overleaf for further information on completing the Diploma.
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s Financial Adviser: example Diploma in Financial Planning study pathways

(CF5) Integrated financial planning  
– 15 Credits

(CF2) Investment and risk  
– 20 Credits

(CF2) Investment and risk 
 – 20 Credits

Investment Specialist

(J06) Investment principles, markets 
and environment – 20 Credits

(J04) Pension funding options
– 20 Credits

(J02) Trusts – 20 Credits

(J01) Personal tax  – 20 Credits

(J06) Investment principles, markets 
and environment – 20 Credits

(J03) The tax and legal aspects of 
business – 20 Credits

(J02) Trusts – 20 Credits

(J01) Personal tax  – 20 Credits

Business Specialist

(J05) Pension income options
– 20 Credits

(J04) Pension funding options
– 20 Credits

(J02) Trusts – 20 Credits

(J01) Personal tax  – 20 Credits

Pensions Specialist

(J06) Investment principles, markets 
and environment – 20 Credits

(J05) Pension income options
– 20 Credits

(J04) Pension funding options  
– 20 Credits

(J01) Personal tax  – 20 Credits

Generalist

FPC 
pre-1994 scheme 

32 Credits

Route A

Cost: Less than £1,300* 
Av. completion time: 3 yrs

FPC 
1994 scheme 

50 Credits

Route B

Cost: Less than £1,200* 
Av. completion time: 2.5 yrs

Certificate in 
Financial Planning 

70 Credits

Route C

Cost: Less than £1,000* 
Av. completion time: 2 yrs
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